Regulation of resistance to various toxicants by PCN (pregnenolone-16alpha-carbonitrile) and thyroxine.
In rats, PCN (the most potent catatoxic steroid known to date) at the usual dose level powerfully inhibited the toxicity of antazoline, carbamazepine, cocaine, guanethidine, ibuprofen, ketamine, LSD, nembutal and reserpine, whereas (except in the case of nembutal) thyroxine sensitized the animals to intoxication with these same compounds. Even much lower doses of PCN or thyroxine exerted similar but weaker effects. PCN-induced resistance to the various substrates was generally not altered by concurrent administration of thyroxine but in a few cases its protective action was partially or totally inhibited, depending upon the respective dose levels of both compounds.